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UPCOMING HOLY DAYS:
Nov 1 - All Saints’ Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Nov 2 - All Souls’ Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Nov 25 - Thanksgiving Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Nov 30 - St. Andrew’s Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec 8 - Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec 15, 17, 18 - Ember Days
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec 21 - St Thomas’ Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec 24 - Christmas Eve
Holy Communion at 5:00 p.m.

Dec 25 - Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec 27 - St. John’s Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

My dear People:
Last month on The Criterion Channel I watched a few movies from their 

“Universal Horror Collection” which consists of old Hollywood horror flicks 
from the the 30’s and 40’s including “Bride of Frankenstein”, “The Mummy”, 
“The Raven”, “The Invisible Man”, and “The Black Cat.” The story lines were 
marvelous, and the acting of Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, and the other stars in 
these films was excellent. Still, it always takes me at least half an hour to get into 
one of those old movies. But once I have gotten used to it and watched it I am 
always glad I did, as those old classics are some much better on so many levels 
than most of the stuff being produced today.  The exact same thing happened a 
few months earlier when I watched a Charlie Chaplin movie called “The Kid” 
(1921) which is a silent movie. I had never seen one of his movies before and 
thought I should, so I watched this and was blown away by the story and acting. 
Why don’t a lot more people give these old classic black and white films a 
chance? Because at first they are very alien to us. The grand dialogues, long 
shots, unusual lighting, and slowly developing plots are completely strange to us. 
And all of that is magnified a hundred times if the film is a foreign feature, like 
something from the French New Wave. Well, as I was watching these movies 
and remembering that I had to sit through them and give them a chance, the 
liturgy and worship of Saint Alban’s immediately came to my mind. Our liturgy 
and indeed our faith is so alien and countercultural to folk today that they often 
dismiss it without ever really giving it a chance. Perhaps it is even strange to 
some of us sometimes, maybe because we just don’t come all that often, or the 
Anglican tradition is (like one of these classic movies) new to us. But if we give 
the service a chance, and are attentive, and try to understand what is going on, 
what we will find is that it is a much richer and more fulfilling way to worship 
God than sitting in a multipurpose room where a guy in blue jeans paces around 
on a stage in front of a screen while a second rate rock band jams in the 
background. The problem with modeling worship after contemporary culture, 
and using contemporary forms, is that they very quickly become dated and thus 
irrelevant. On the other hand, when the time honored forms are used again and 
again —even though they may seem strange sometimes— the ancient and 
profound theology that they convey actually begins to sink in to our souls and 
lead us Jesus, as we are fed in the Holy Eucharist in his Body and Blood. The 
repetition of the liturgy and the same cycle of hymns and readings, coupled with 
the mysterious “hieratic” language is indeed jarring at first, and sometimes for up 
to ten years after first experiencing it! That’s fine. In a lot of ways it is supposed 
to be that way. Just give it a chance, and enter into it, and you will be surprised at 
what God will do in your life through these venerable words and traditions of 
our worship!
Faithfully, your priest,  J. Gordon Anderson
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Last month on Sunday, October 24th we 
celebrated the feast of Saint Raphael the 
Archangel. Not a few people were surprised that 

the Epistle that day was from the apocryphal book of 
Tobit, which is where we learn about Saint Raphael, 
who is one of the main characters in that beautiful 
story. This is a good opportunity for us to take a look at 
the Apocrypha. 

First of all, what is it? Most Anglicans know the 
Apocrypha only from the reference to it in Article VI 
of the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion: “And the other 
Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth read for example of 
life and instruction of manners; but yet doth it not apply them 
to establish any doctrine.” The Article then goes on to list 
the fourteen books of the Apocrypha: 1 & 2 Esdras 
(though the Article calls them 3 & 4); Tobit; Judith; The 
rest of Esther; Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus; Baruch; Song of 
the Three Children; The History of Susanna; Bel and 
the Dragon; The Prayer of Manasses; and 1 & 2 
Maccabees. These books all fall under the category of 
either historical or wisdom literature.

The word “apocrypha” means “hidden.” The 
Apocrypha are books that were recognized as Old 
Testament scripture by Hellenized Jews especially from 
around the area of Alexandria. These books made their 
way into the Septuagint, which is the Hebrew 
Scriptures translated into Greek dating roughly to the 
third century B.C. The Septuagint was the most widely 
used translation of Hebrew Scripture in the ancient 
world since Greek was the lingua franca of the day. The 
early Church and the Church Fathers used the 
Septuagint almost exclusively. But it was different from 
the Hebrew Old Testament because, for among other 
reasons, it had these additional books in it.

At the time of the Reformation Martin Luther and 
some of the other Reformers decided to go with the 
Hebrew Old Testament rather than the Septuagint. 
They did this partly for theological reasons, as the book 
of 2 Maccabees (12:38-46) has people praying for the 
dead in it, which was a practice Luther opposed. (Just 
as he loathed the book of James —calling it an “Epistle 
of straw”— because it directly challenged his doctrine 
of justification by faith alone.) However, the Reformers 
believed along the lines of Article VI that the 
apocryphal books should continue to be read and 
studied for edification and godliness, so most early 
modern English Bible translations (e.g. the Geneva 
Bible, the King James Bible, etc.) still included these 
books in them, albeit relegated to a section of their 
own rather than peppered throughout the Old 
Testament as they had been in the Septuagint. The 

Roman Catholics kept the apocryphal books as part of 
their official canon of Scripture.

While the Apocrypha is not appointed to be read 
in any of our American Prayer Book communion 
services, it is appointed to be read during Morning and 
Evening Prayer throughout the year. In the section 
“Psalms and Lessons for the Christian Year” (pp. x-xlv) 
large portions of the Apocrypha are used. (NB: the 
name of the apocryphal books is always italicized in the 
daily lectionary.) And in the office of Morning Prayer 
itself the second and third canticles (Benedictus es, 
Dominus and Benedicite, omnia opera Domini) are taken 
directly from the “Song of the Three Children.” 

So the Apocrypha forms a big part of our faith and 
tradition as Anglicans. The only reason that we might 
not be familiar with it is because we hardly ever read 
Morning and Evening Prayer, or because we just don’t 
take the time to read these books. One does not have 
to wait for the “appointed time” to come around to 
read various parts of the Bible! We can read the 
Apocrypha or any part of the Bible whenever we want. 
The Prayer Book, by the way, allows the lessons for the 
Daily Offices to be switched out (p. viii), so if you get 
tired of reading Colossians, or some other book, you 
could easily substitute an Apocryphal book in its place. 
In short, the reason some people are so unfamiliar with 
the Apocrypha is the same reason some people are so 
unfamiliar with the rest of the scriptures… they just 
don’t read them!

There are some famous stories found in the various 
books of the Apocrypha. The story of Hanukkah comes 
from the books of 1 and 2 Maccabees. The book of 
Judith contains the famous story of the woman who 
delivered the Israelites from a battle against the 
Assyrians by seducing and then beheading the enemy 
general. (The “Beheading of Holofernes” from Judith is 
a famous subject in art history. In fact, right here in 
Baltimore in the Walters Art Museum is a famous Old 
Master painting of that story.) Then there is the story 
of Tobit, which we heard last month, about the 
Archangel Raphael who was sent to help a family in 
crisis. The Prayer of Manasses is the shortest book of 
the Apocrypha, and consists of a beautiful prayer of 
repentance attributed to the most wicked Hebrew king 
ever. Reference to this prayer is made in 2 Chronicles 
33:11–13.

So those are just a few gems found in the 
Apocrypha. Make a point to read through all of it some 
day. It’s truly wonderful and part of our biblical 
tradition. If it is not in your copy of the Bible you can 
find it online or buy it as a separate volume. ✠

SACRED SCRIPTURE:  What is the Apocrypha?
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Both the rubrics and texts of the prayers in the 
service of the Visitation of the Sick in the Book 
of Common Prayer (pp. 308-320) teach us the 

use and meaning of this ministry. It is clear from 
reading the service, and especially the part entitled 
Unction of the Sick, that both Anointing with oil and 
Laying on of Hands are to be ministered only to the 
person who is ill and has requested this ministry.

Intercession —praying for others— is another 
matter. When the Christian believer prays for others 
he is not to be thought of as, in a stationary position, 
signaling requests to 
some being ‘out there’ 
to help some third 
person in some other 
stationary position. 
Such thinking 
encourages people to 
think of prayer as 
specially related to 
crisis, and of answers 
to prayer as specially 
related to the 
fulfillment of our 
wishes. Christian 
spirituality has never 
related prayer 
specially to crisis, and 
not at all to 
fulfillment of our 
wishes! The principal 
idea all along has been 
that prayer is to be 
understood as the 
means to nourishing 
our day-to-day 
religious life so that 
we shall be able to do 
some part at any rate 
of what God wishes.

The Christian idea of intercession is that it is not a 
means we employ to persuade God to act in a situation 
he has presumably overlooked or into which he needs 
to be summoned, but a means God employs to 
summon our help through our membership in the Body 
of Christ.

“If you abide in me, and words abide in you, ask 
whatever you will, and it shall be done for you.” (John 
xv.7.) The guarantee of the effectiveness of the asking 
resides in the fact he who asks is “in Christ” and will 

therefore not ask the nonsense and infantile dream of 
uninstructed human asking, but only “in his name.” 
Truly Christian prayer is part of the eternal prayer and 
sacrifice of the great High Priest. Our prayer is 
Christian prayer as we enter into the self-offering of 
Christ, as we want to be part of God’s purpose and 
channels through which his love can act.

We pray in order to express, in a context of 
Christian faith and worship, our compassion for 
humanity and our anxiety about its present and future 
fortunes, together with our continuing trust in God. 

We hold together, in 
the presence of God, 
the situation that 
dismays us, and our 
nevertheless still 
trusting minds.
It is only in the 
Eucharist, the central 
and representative act 
of Christian prayer, 
that praying for the 
good of others can be 
understood in the 
Christian way. In our 
rite the great 
intercession comes 
immediately after the 
Offertory. This enables 
people to see that 
offering and 
intercession are 
inseparably involved in 
each other. It is in 
standing with Jesus as 
He offers the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice 
that we have 
confidence that our 

imperfect prayers are 
offered perfectly “in His name.” Personal prayer of 
intercession should be offered daily as an extension of 
and participation in His intercession. ✠

Much of this article is condensed from Neville Ward’s book The 
Use of Praying, Oxford University Press, 1977.

SPIRITUALITY: Laying on of Hands and Intercession
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Hospitality
We are always in need of people to sign up to host 
coffee hour after the 10:00 a.m. service! There is a 
sheet on the bulletin board in the parish hall. You can 
bring whatever food you think people will like. Some 
folk bring in donuts, or pre-packaged food. Other 
people bake something. It is entirely up to you what 
you want to do. But please do consider signing up for 
this hospitality ministry.

Please Maintain Silence in the Church
Please make sure to socialize in the parish hall rather 
than in the church before services. A lot of people like 
to come to church early to pray in silence before the 
liturgy begins. It is hard to do that when a loud 
conversation is going on around you.

Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting is Sunday, November 21st. We have 
one 9:00 a.m. service that day, followed by brunch and 
then the meeting. Please plan to come, and sign up to 
bring some food to share. At the meeting we will look 

back at 2021 and look ahead to 2022. We will review 
milestones, share goals, and vote on the proposed 
budget for 2022. We would love to see you that day!

Quote of the Month 
“Through violence you may murder the hater, but you 
do not murder hate. In fact, violence only increases 
hate. So it goes. Returning violence for violence 
multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars.” Rev’d Martin Luther King, Jr.  
(taken from “A Treasury of Quotations on Christian Themes” 
by the Rev’d Carroll E. Simcox

Standing Notices 
“The minister is ordered, from time to time, to advise 
the People, whilst they are still in health, to make Wills 
arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, and, 
when of ability, to leave Bequests for religious and 
other charitable uses.” (BCP, p. 320) ✠

PARISH NEWS & UPDATES: 

The month of November opens with two holy 
days very dear to the hearts of Catholic 
Christians, —All Saints’ Day followed by All 

Souls’ Day. On these days we put into practice our 
belief in the oneness of the family of God —angels, 
saints, and the faithful departed. The Feast of All 
Saints was early observed in the Eastern Church but 
not until about the seventh century in the Western 
Church. Then it was a festival of homage to the 
martyrs, whose bodies had formerly rested in the 
Catacombs and were now removed to the great 
Pantheon in Rome which was then consecrated as a 
Christian Church. For some time the Festival of All 
Saints was solely one of the martyrs and blessed Mary 
their Queen, but when it became a universally kept 
feast, it embraced not only blessed Mary and the 
Martyrs, but the nine choirs of Angels, all of the Just 
Children of Adam, Apostles, Bishops, Confessors, 
Doctors, Virgins, indeed all those who have “washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” (Rev. 7:14) Let us all on All Saints’ Day not fail 
to accept our privilege in swelling the song of victory as 
at Mass we with Angels and Archangels and all the 
company of heaven give thanks to God, praising Him 

and saying “Holy, Holy, Holy.” The song of the 
redeemed is the paean of victory! Then, on All Souls’ 
Day we Catholics honestly acknowledge that there is a 
purgatory, an intermediate state between earth and 
heaven, where are our beloved departed ones who may 
not yet be in heaven. Thus we turn from our 
thanksgivings on the Feast of All Saints for the faithful 
in heaven to our supplications on All Souls’ Day for the 
faithful in purgatory. With the tender compassion of 
our Mother, the Church, we on All Souls’ Day pray for 
all of the faithful departed. This is the reason that no 
names of the dead are read at the Requiems on All 
Souls’ Day. What a privilege it is to go to Mass on this 
day to pray for all of those who have died in the Lord 
(many of whom have no one to pray for them by name) 
that their souls may be purged from every stain of sin 
and at length by God's mercy be admitted to the 
fellowship of the Saints and Angels in heaven itself! 
Oh, blessed Feast of All Saints! Oh, blessed 
commemoration of all the faithful departed on All 
Souls' Day! May we on both of these days act as 
devoted members of the whole family of God, rejoicing 
that not even death itself can break the family bond. ✠ 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR: November is the Month of the Holy Souls
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